PREPARING FOR RETREAT
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Weissenfels and the Saale, there was not a "beam or a plank
across a single brook.

The losses of the allies had been so great that they did
not venture to attack afresh, and they were themselves on the
point of withdrawing when they saw our heavy baggage
being taken towards Weissenfels by way of Lindenau. Then
they understood that Napoleon was preparing to retreat, and
made their dispositions to profit by any chance in their
favour which might result from his movement.

The most terrible moment of a retreat, especially for a.
commanding officer, is when he has to leave his wounded to-
the mercy of the enemy, who often have none, but plunder or
put an end to the unhappy men who are unable to follow
their comrades. However, as the worst thing of all is to be
left lying on the ground, I had all my wounded taken up
under cover of night and collected in two neighbouring
houses, both to remove them from the first fury of the enemy,
who would be flushed with wine, and to enable them to aid
each other, and keep up each other's courage. M. Bordenave,.
assistant-surgeon, offered to remain with them. At the
peace I got the Legion of Honour for that estimable doctor,
by whose care many men's lives were saved.

Meanwhile, the troops were marching from that field
which had witnessed their prowess and been watered by so
much of their blood. The Emperor left his bivouac at 8 P.M.,.
and took up his position in the town at the ' Prussian Arms'
in the horsemarket. After giving his orders, he visited the
King of Saxony, whom he found making arrangements to
follow him. The King, a model friend, expected that, to
punish him for his fidelity to the Emperor of the Erench, the
allied sovereigns would deprive him of his crown, but he was
most afflicted by the thought that his army had disgraced
itself. Napoleon could not console the good old man, and
only with difficulty persuaded him to stay at Leipzig and
send one of his ministers to make terms with the Coalition.
The Emperor then took leave of the King, the Queen, and
their daughter. The parting was the more touching by the
fact of news having come that the allies declined to entern, on the night
